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We do not know
when the end of the
world might be

People often think that the final glory of God’s kingdom is going to
come at any moment. In fact, we do not know when the end of the
world might be. It certainly is good to be ready for interventions of
God’s judgement into our world at any time. But sometimes people get
very excited about ‘the last things’ and like to insist that the end of the
world must be very near, and will certainly be in our lifetime. People
are quite sincere in this but it is not good to be over-dogmatic.

 A parable to be
prepared for a
lengthy delay

Jesus’ disciples were among those who believed that God’s glorious
kingdom was very near at hand1. However, Jesus told them a
parable to persuade them not to expect an immediate glorious
kingdom but to be prepared for a lengthy period of delay in which we
are to serve God.

1
19:11

1. The parable is
a warning about
delay

1. The parable is a warning about delay1. A man of noble birth
has to travel to a far-off land to receive a kingdom. Actually this
happened several times in the royal family that ruled Israel. Various
members of the Herod family who were the rulers of Israel had to
travel to Rome to receive the power to rule from the Roman
authorities.
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19:12

This is a good illustration of what has happened in the life of Jesus.
He has gone to the Father to receive a kingdom. Actually He has
received His kingdom already and is ruling from heaven over the
world. One day He will physically and literally return to reign as King
more gloriously and visibly.

 Jesus has gone to
the Father to
receive a kingdom

 One day he will
physically and
literally return to
reign as King

 The return of the
King is delayed

The main point is: the return of the King is delayed. The Father has
reasons for wanting His Son to reign from heaven. He is the King of
the universe but is physically absent from planet earth at the moment.
The Second Coming of Jesus comes only after great delay. The delay
has already lasted for two thousand years and may last even longer.

2. The parable is a message to us about using the delay in
Jesus’ return1. In the parable, while the future king is absent he
gives his servants some money to use in trade in the financial systems
of Israel. Each has ten ‘minas’; a ‘mina’ was a small amount of money.
They are to use it to do business for the future king while he is away.
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2. The parable is
a message to us
about using the
delay in Jesus’
return

 Each has a
‘measure of grace’

The parable is a picture of the situation of each Christian. We each
have a ‘measure of grace’. We have anointings and situations which
we can use to serve our Lord Jesus Christ while He is physically
absent from this world.

3. The parable
warns us that
Jesus will call us
to account for
how we have
served Him

3. The parable warns us that Jesus will call us to account for
how we have served Him1. When the nobleman travels to the far-
off country a separate delegation of citizens travels to the same far-
away destination to tell the colonial rulers they do not want this man as
king2. This actually happened when Herod the Great died and his
son Archelaus went to Rome to receive authority to be the next king.
Fifty people from Israel also went to Rome to oppose his becoming the
next king. There are people who say about Jesus, ‘We do not want
this man to reign over us.’
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When the king returns he summons his servants to give account of
how they have used the minas he gave them. The reward for having



 Reward is the
further privilege of
serving him

how they have used the minas he gave them. The reward for having
served the king is authority and the further privilege of serving him1.
When Jesus returns and finds that we have served Him, our reward
will be the honour that He gives us. Perhaps also there will be varying
levels in our authority as kings reigning with Christ. It starts even now.
The more faithful we are, the more authority Jesus gives us.
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4. Those who
are not fruitful
will be punished

 Lazy Christians
will suffer serious
loss

4. Those who are not fruitful will be punished1. One servant
failed to serve his master, because he was paralysed by fear2. The
master calls his laziness wickedness and a sin against knowledge3.
The authority that should have belonged to the wicked servant is given
to the faithful servant as an additional reward4. Faithfulness gets
abundantly rewarded; laziness gets punished. Lazy Christians will
suffer serious loss, in this world and on the day of judgement.
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5. There are two
kinds of
punishment, one
for disobedient
servants and
another for those
who refuse to be
servants at all

 The two
categories are
considered
separately

5. There are two kinds of punishment, one for disobedient
servants and another for those who refuse to be servants at all1.
It is to be noticed that lazy servants and complete rebels are
considered separately and punished differently. As we have already
seen, it is important not to try to get too much out of a parable, but it is
clear the lazy servants suffer loss, whereas the rebels who refused
their king altogether are executed. It will be similar in the final day of
judgement. Lazy Christians will certainly suffer loss, and the loss will
be terrible. But those who rebel even more seriously because they
have rejected the kingship of Jesus altogether will experience the
greatest punishment that can ever be known: what the Bible calls ‘the
second death’.

1
19:27

The Important
Point

 Christians are
each given their
‘measure’ of grace
with which to serve
God
When Jesus
comes He will call
us to account for
reward or loss

The important point of the parable is that Christians are each given
their ‘minas’, their ‘measure’ of grace with which to serve God. The
Second Coming of Jesus might be long delayed. We do not know for
sure when He will return. It might be sooner than we think. But when
Jesus returns He wants to find us busy using His grace, and using the
various giftings and callings that He has placed upon us. Christians
have certain things which we are to do for Jesus. When Jesus comes
He will call us to account. There will be everlasting rewards for those
who have served Him; there will be loss for those who have been lazy.
To everyone who has served God, the privilege of doing more for
Jesus will be given.
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